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Ecclesiastes 9:1-11:6
Death Levels All, But Life Still Calls

Topic:			Living  

Question: 		How do we live in a world marked by death and uncertainty?
Answer:		We live wisely, trust God, and act amid uncertainty.

Purpose:		Encouragement to embrace joyful living, practice humble wisdom, and act courageously despite uncertain outcomes.  [heart => mind => hands]

Context:		Ecclesiastes 9:1–11:6 comes after repeated demonstrations of wisdom’s limits (chs. 1–8). Solomon now addresses how people should live when death is certain, life is unfair, and outcomes remain beyond human control.

Background:	Ecclesiastes reflects wisdom literature written from the perspective of life “under the sun,” where human effort cannot secure lasting gain or predictable outcomes. Rather than offering simple answers, Solomon exposes false expectations and calls God’s people to a realistic, faithful posture in a broken world.

Big Idea:		Though death levels everyone and life remains unpredictable, God calls us to enjoy life, live wisely, and act faithfully without waiting for certainty.
				
Though Death is Certain, 
and life is Uncertain,
Faithful Living is Still Required.





1.	The Grim Equalizer 	(9:1-10)
		Although death is certain, there is advantage in living

· Reality: Same fate for all (1-3)
· Advantage: Better alive than dead (4-6)
· Task: Enjoy life (7-10)

Transition:  If death is the equalizer, we expect life to be predictable; BUT ITS NOT!

2.	The Broken Meritocracy	(9:11-16)
		Life’s uncertainty’s introduce barriers to fruitful living. 

· The Barrier of an Uncertain Future (9:11-12)  
· Time and chance happen to all!  No outcome is guaranteed by ability alone!
· The Barrier of Unrewarded Wisdom (9:13-16) 
· Wisdom is powerful (stronger than weapons of war), yet it is often despised, forgotten, and unheard, especially when it comes from the lowly or quiet.

Transition:  Wisdom still matters, even when it’s ignored!

3.	The Sharp Contrast (9:17-10:20)
		While wisdom cannot eliminate life’s uncertainty, foolish living multiplies its risks.

· Thesis: Wisdom better is than foolishness (9:17-10:1)
· Proofs (10:2-14)  How can you tell a wise man from a fool?
· How they live (10:2-4)	
· How they lead (10:5-7)
· How they labor (10:8-11)
· How they limit their lips (10:12-15)
· Application: Society Order  (10:16-20) 
· Leaders should provide order in society (vv. 16–17)
· Citizens are called to diligence, the enjoyment of life, and respectful restraint toward authority (18-20)  
Comment to work in transcript:   Work (v. 18), Wellness (v. 19), and Witness/Speech (v. 20).

Transition:  Wisdom restrains folly, but faith still acts amid uncertainty.

4.	The Bold Venture (11:1-6)
Wisdom calls for generous investment and hard work despite uncertainty.
· The Strategy: Diversify your risk (1-2)  (could also mean give generously, see ESV)
· The Snare: Avoid "paralysis by analysis" (3-4)
· The Secret: Trust the mystery of God’s work (5)
· The Solution: Pursue persistent effort (6)


End of sermon conclusion review

1.	We will all die => enjoy life anyway
2.	Life isn’t fair => wisdom isn’t always rewarded
3.	Live wisely => avoid compounding uncertainty with folly
4.	Act courageously => don’t let uncertainty paralyze obedience

1.	The Reality: Death is coming, so live now.
2.	The Problem: Life is unfair and unpredictable.
3.	The Strategy: Use wisdom to minimize the damage of a broken world.
4.	The Solution: Don't let that brokenness paralyze you; invest anyway.

Call to Action: Live wisely, trust God, and act amid uncertainty.

