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Ecclesiastes 3:1-5:1
Time Marches, Justice Crawls
Trusting God Without the Schedule

Topic:			Timing

Question: 		How should we live faithfully when God controls time, but justice and meaning seem slow and incomplete?
Answer:		We live wisely by trusting God’s timing, receiving His gifts with gratitude, and responding with reverent humility—even when outcomes are delayed and unresolved

Purpose:		The listeners will choose to trust God without demanding a timetable, living with reverence, contentment, and compassion while keeping eternity in view.

Context:		Ecclesiastes 3:1-5:1 sits in the Teacher’s search for meaning under the sun (1:1–6:9). After establishing the problem of futility in chapters 1–2, Solomon turns to life’s rhythms, injustices, and relational struggles, offering wisdom for living faithfully amid unresolved tension.

Background:	Ecclesiastes is written from the perspective of lived experience rather than abstract theology. Solomon observes patterns of time, injustice, envy, loneliness, and fleeting success. While affirming God’s sovereignty, the book resists simplistic answers and calls readers to humility, realism, and reverent trust.

Big Idea:		n a world where time marches forward and justice crawls, wisdom is found not in controlling outcomes but in trusting God, receiving His gifts, and responding with reverent obedience while waiting for His final judgment.

Response:		Trust God without the schedule:
· Accept His timing rather than resisting it
· Receive joy and contentment as His gift
· Fear God and listen before speaking
· Live today with eternity in view



I.	God Orders Times, but Keeps the Clock			(3:1–15)
Order without Explanation
A.	(observation)		An Orderly World 					(1-8)
B.	(problem)			Eternity Without Access				(9-11)
C.	(answer)			A Resigned Response 				(12–15)
In a world where time marches and justice crawls, faithful living means trusting God, receiving His gifts, and responding with reverent fear.

II.	The Problems Pile Up								(3:16–4:16)
Answers That Don’t Last
	A.	Justice														(16-17)
1.	(observation)	Wickedness Where Justice Should Be		(16)	
2.	(problem)		Justice Is Perverted in the Present			(17a)	
3.	(answer)		God Will Judge in His Time					(17b)	
	Human courts may fail—but God’s court never will.
B.	Humans’ vs Animals										(18-22)
1.	(observation)	Humans Reduced to Creatures				(18-19a)
2.	(problem)		No Advantage of being Human				(19b-21)
3.	(answer)		Enjoy What God Gives Now					(22)
If the end is hidden and death comes to all, joy must be found in what God gives now.
	C.	Oppression												(4:1-3)
1.	(observation)	Pervasive Oppression						(4:1a)
2.	(problem)  	Powerful Oppressors						(1b)
3.	(answer)		Better Never to Have Been Born			(2-3) 	
While Solomon sees a world so broken that never being born might seem preferable, our calling is to be those who bring God’s comfort in the midst of that brokenness.
	D.	Envy														(4-6)
1.	(observation)	Envy and Idleness							(4a, 5)
2.	(problem)		Self-Destructive Extremes					(4b)
3.	(answer)		Quiet Contentment							(6)
When work is driven by envy, people either exhaust themselves or give up entirely, 
but wisdom chooses quiet contentment instead.
	E.	Companionship											(7-12)
1.	(problem)		Lonely Labor									(7-8)
2.	(answer)		Companionship								(9)
3.	(observation)	Together is Better							(10-12)
When work becomes lonely and empty, companionship restores meaning
F.	Popularity													(13-16)
1.	(answer)		Accept Wise Advice							(13)
2.	(observation)	Wisdom can Overcome Obstacles			(14)
3.	(problem) 		Popularity is Fleeting							(15-16)
Wisdom may elevate a person, but popularity is fleeting—today’s admired leader is tomorrow’s forgotten name.

I.	Our Wise Response									(5:1)
		Listen Before Speaking

